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LAWS o MARYLAND,

C H AP XL |
An ACT for the removal of the feat of juftice from Melville’s

‘Warehoufe to Pig Point, in Caroline county.

HEREAS it appears to this general aflembly, that the removal of the

’ ‘ feat of juftice, in Caroline county, from Melville’s Warehoufe to

; i Pig Point, will be for the convenience and advantage of the inhabi-
tants of faid county,

I1. WBe it enalted, &y the General Affembly of Marylond, That Meffieurs
William Richardfon, Zebdiel Potter, Jofeph Richardfon, Peter Edmondfon, and
Jothua Willis, be and are hereby appointed commiffioners for Caroline county
aforefaid, and they, or the major part of them, are hereby authorifed, empowered
and required, to execute and perform the feveral trufts and powers repofed in, and
required of them by this at; and that in cafe any of the faid commiffioners
fhould die, refufe to act, or remove out of the faid county, the others, or the
major part of them, fhall ele¢t another perfon or perfons in the room of him or
them fo dying, refufing to a&t, or removing out of the faid county.

III. 9nDd be it enafted, That the faid commiffioners, or a major part of them,
fhall have full power and authority, at any time before the firft day of June next,
to agree with the owner or owners of the land at Pig Point aforefaid, for the
purchafe of a quantity of land, not exceeding four acres, moft convenient and
proper for a court-houfe and gaol to be erected on, and if fuch land can be pur-
chafed at a reafonable price, a deed fhall be taken for the fame from the owner
or owners to the juftices of Caroline county, and their fucceffors, for ever; and
if the commiffioners cannot agree about the purchafe of the land aforefaid with
the owner or owners thereof, by the day aforefaid, or the faid owner or owners
fhould be under any difability to convey the fame, then the faid commiffioners, or
a major part of them, fhall, as fcon as may be thereafter, caufe to be furveyed,
Iaid out and plotted, four acres of land at the place aforefzid, the moft convenient
for. the purpofes aforefaid ; and the faid commiffioners, or a majority of them,
thall, by warrant under their hands, dire&t the theriff of faid county to fum-

_mon, and caufe to come to the place aforefaid, on a certain day in fuch warrant

to be mentioned, eighteen good and fufficient men of the county aforefaid, quali-
fied to ferve as jurymen in the county court, none of whom to be interefted in the
faid land, or related to the owner or owners thereof ; and thereupon the fheriff of
the faid county fhall fummon fuch eighteen good and {ufficient men aforefaid, to
be and appear at the day and place in the faid warrant mentioned, under a penalty
not exceeding twenty pounds current money; and every perfon, fo fummoned,
fhall attend agreeably to the fummons, unlefs prevented by ficknefs, or other un-
avoidable accident, under the penalty of five pounds current money ; and the per~

- {ons fo fummoned fhall, at the place aforefaid, on the day mentioned in the war-

rant aforefaid, or on any other day to be appointed by the faid commiffioners, be
ballotted for by the faid commiffioners, or a majority of them, and the twelve

* firft drawn fhall be a jury to value the land fo laid out by the commiffioners, and

each of them fhall take an oath, to be adminiftered by any one of the faid com-
miffioners, well and truly to value the faid land to be laid out by the commiffion-
ers, according to its actual worth, without favour or partiality ; and the faid jury

having taken the oath aforefaid, fhall value the faid land fo to be laid out by the
commiffioners for the purpofe aforefaid, and fhall enter their valuation in writino

and fubfcribe their names to the fame, and the valuation of the faid jury, ora ma-
jority of them, fhall be binding on all parties; and upon payment, or tender of
payment, of the fum of money, to which the jury aforefaid thall value the faid land,
to the owner or owners thereof, fuch land thall be vefted in the juftices of faid
county, and their fucceflors, for ever, for the purpofes aforefaid ; and if, by any
accident, the land aforefaid fhall not be valued under the warrant iflued for the
purpofe aforefaid, the faid commiffioners, or a majority of them, fhall iffue ano-
ther warrant for the purpofes aforefaid, upon which there fhall be fimilar pro-
ceedings as above directed, and fo fofzes guoties until the faid land is properly valued
as aforefaid ; and the money agreed to be paid for the faid land by the commif-

fioners,



